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good deal of its importance to the munificence of George
Eistman who gave great endowments to the university, founded
the great music school and gave a subject to Mr. Paul Hor&n:
for The Fault of Angel*.
Literature reflects :his healthy provincialism, Nat only
are there good regional novelists and poets but. odder still*
there is no taboo on fictional crime outside Xew York and
neighbourhood. Some o: the best modern American crime
stories are located round Duluth: Mr, Dashiell Hammetr's
hero practises in San Francisco : Perry Mason works inside
the law in Los Angeles County; there arc eminent fictional
crime detectors at work as far apart as Dallas and Cape Cod*
There is a great professional orchestra in a city so geogra*
phically remote as Minneapolis, which alo serves as the home
town of the most admired American Shakespearean scholar,
well over a thousand miles, both of them, from New York
or the Folger Library in Washington.
It is this regional autonomy that justifies, as far as it can
be justified, the locality rule in politics. The law that prohi-
bits an American citizen from representing in Congress a
State in which he does not live and, in effect, limits the
members of the House of Representatives to men and women
living in the actual districts concerned, is a serious handicap
to Congress as an efficient maker of national policy. But
how natural, how inevitable it is in the United States! The
case of Canada shows that a large, federal country need nor
impose this self-denying ordinance on its voters, but once it
has been imposed, how hard to get it repealed, in law or
practice.
So it goes; the local radio stations, even if members of a
chain, have their own local clientele to consider and please*
The local department stores have their own view of what
fashions are suitable for Fort Worth or Cleveland, and New
York would be rash to assume that local taste does not matter*
Local pride backs local talent, Marian Talley or Carole
Lombard.
And only when an issue has come home to the hearts and
minds of local people, in a local voice, in terms intelligible to
Kokomo and Paducah, is it wise for an American government
to act.